
Reaction to film:  Hamlet 
For each of the questions below, write a THOUGHTFUL and 

THOROUGH response on a SEPARATE piece of paper.  Use any 

details from the film that you can recall.   

It may help you to read through these questions before you begin 

watching the movie and you may consider taking notes. 

1. What was your reaction when Hamlet kills Polonius (father of Laertes and Ophelia)? 

 

2. When Laertes kills Hamlet with a poisoned fencing sword, what do the men talk about as 

they are dying?  Did their deaths seem appropriate or simply tragic?   

 

3. What do you think about Laertes as a person? 

 

4. What do you think of King Claudius when he kills Queen Gertrude with the poisoned 

wine?  Does it change your view of him in any way? 

 

5. What do you think of Queen Gertrude as a woman?  As a wife?  As a mother? 

 

6. In what way do you see an Oedipal theme in this film? 

 

7. What trick did Hamlet use to find out the truth about his father’s murder? 

 

8. What do you think of Ophelia?  Why doesn’t she attempt to avenge her father’s death?   

 

9. Is Ophelia’s death symbolic? 

 

10. Two characters in this play are regarded as having gone mad.  Compare and contrast them, 

what’s really going on?  Are they both really insane? Justify your answers. 

 

11. Is Hamlet heroic by the end of the film, despite his indiscretions? Would it have been 

different if his first attempt at revenge had been successful? Why or why not? 

 

12. Hamlet has several friends in Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, and Horatio.  Compare and 

contrast them. 

 

13. Is Hamlet justified when he kills King Claudius? How does he do it? 

 

14. What do YOU think Shakespeare is trying to tell us about human nature and revenge in 

this play? 

 

15. Make a web showing the connections between all of the deaths in this tragedy.  Show the 

relationships that exist between them. 


